
News-Ed Game Vol 2:1  Week of March 19
th

, 2012 

 
To play the game: 

Option 1. 

Play as individuals or teams. Have a spotter at the front of the class to see who raises his or her hand 

first. Start reading the question and stop reading when the spotter sees a hand raised. Start by 

awarding one point per correct answer, and then double the point value every time you get through 

ten questions. Subtract points for each wrong answer. 

Option 2. 

Play as teams. Give a question to Team 1 and award them a point if they answer correctly. If Team 1 

gives an incorrect answer, give the question to Team 2. A team continues to answer questions as long 

as they give correct answers. Double the points every ten questions. Subtract points for each 

incorrect answer. 

Post-Game Quiz: 

Print out some of the questions without the answers and administer as a quiz. This keeps students 

from not paying attention while the game is being played. 

Extra Credit: 

Give extra credit to the top team.  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The questions are mixed in difficulty throughout the game. If they were to increase in difficulty, 

some students might lose interest. Quiz questions were gathered from various news websites 

including msnbc.com, abcnews.com, cnn.com. cbsnews.com, espn.com, usnews.com, 

wallstreetjournal.com. 

Have fun! 

Standards Abbreviations: 

US = United States History 

CG = Civics and Government  

G = Geography 

W = World History 

E = Economics 

 

Having any problems? Contact us at: newsedgame@yahoo.com 

mailto:newsedgame@yahoo.com


1. Which GOP candidate won the GOP primary in Alabama this week? (Rick Santorum) 

 

2. Which of the following countries never had a colony in North America? 

a) Spain, b) France, c) Russia, d) Germany (Germany)(W 6.1) 

 

3. This week in history: In 461 the patron saint of Ireland died. What is the name of this 

saint? (St. Patrick) 

 

4. US Army officials scrambled to understand why a US Army soldier did what in 

Afghanistan this week? (Killed 16 civilians) 

 

 5. HBO has cancelled what show about horse racing after a third horse has died filming the 

show? (Luck) 

 

6. The 3.2 million-year-old skeletal remains of a hominid that was named Lucy got her name 

from what popular Beatles tune? (Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds)(W 1.1) 

 

7. Executives from the New Orleans Saints football team of the NFL met with the league 

commissioner this week to take part in the NFL’s investigation into a current scandal. What is the 

scandal? (The “bounty system” the team used to knock opposition players out of the game) 

 

8. UN peace envoy Kofi Annan traveled to which Mideast country this week to seek an end 

to deadly violence? (Syria)  

 

 9. A body of water completely surrounded by land is called what? (lake)(G II.4) 

 

10. This week in history: In 1781 the German-born English astronomer William Hershel 

discovered the seventh planet from the sun. What is the name of this planet? (Uranus)  

 

 11. The Penn State board of trustees issued a statement this week saying that they released 

their football coach for “failure of leadership.” What was the name of the Penn State football coach? 

(Joe Paterno)  

 

12. Despite the presence of 4 candidates for the GOP nomination for president, officials have 

said that the race is a two-man race. Who are the two candidates in the two-man race for the GOP 

nomination? (Rick Santorum and Mitt Romney) 

 

13. In his re-election campaign, the president of France promised to tighten French laws 

concerning immigration.  What is the name of the president of France? (Nicolas Sarkozy)  

 

14. The NCAA women’s basketball tournament begins this week.  Name two of the four #1 

seeded teams in the tournament. (Baylor, Stanford, Norte Dame, Connecticut) 

 

15. Name the European country that implemented the biggest debt write-down in history this 

week in order to deal with its own financial crisis. (Greece)  

 



16. Who was disqualified from American Idol after the show found out that he had four 

outstanding criminal warrants? (Jermaine Jones) 

 

17. British General Howe took control over what city while the English were defeated at 

Saratoga? (Philadelphia)(US 3.1) 

  

 18. Apple Corp. has said that it will release a new product this week.  What is the product? 

(iPad 3)  

  

19. This week in history: In 1930 this Indian independence leader led a defiant march against 

British rule in India.  What is the name of the independence leader? (Gandhi)  

 

20. What Roman general conquered Gaul in the First Century BC?  

a) Julius Caesar, b) Gnaeus Pompeius , c) Crassus , d) Caesar Augustus  (Julius Caesar)(W 3.3) 

 

 21. Which NHL team had the most points at the beginning of this week? (The St. Louis 

Blues, 97 points)  

 

22. Grant's victory over what southern city gave the union control of the Mississippi in the 

American Civil War? (Vicksburg)(US 5.2) 

 

23. This week the World Trade Organization (WTO) upheld its ruling that a US aeronautical 

manufacturer received illegal subsidies from the US government.  What is the name of the US 

aeronautical manufacturer? (Boeing)  

 

 24. The Upper House of Congress is called what? (The Senate) (CG III.B) 

 

25. Two of the brightest planets in the night sky will appear close together beginning this 

week.  Name the two planets. (Jupiter and Venus) 

 

26. What American Indian tribe was known for its confederacy of five nations? 

(Iroquois)(US 1.2)  

 

27. Will Ferrell has decided to drop his body double for nude scenes in what upcoming 

movie? (Casa de mi Padre) 

 

28. At the beginning of the week, which NBA team had the best season record? (Chicago 

Bulls, 34-9) 

 

29. What future US President became famous in the War of 1812 when he won the Battle of 

New Orleans? (Andrew Jackson)(US 4.1) 

 

30. The NCAA hit the University of North Carolina football team with a one year post-

season ban this week.  What is the name of the mascot for UNC? (Tar Heels) 

 



31. The Hundred Years' War was actually a series of wars between which two European 

Countries? (England and France)(W 5.7) 

 

32. A left-leaning political party won the nation-wide elections in Slovakia.  What is the 

capital of Slovakia? (Bratislava) 

 

33. When the price of a product increases, the quantity demanded increases, decreases, or 

stays the same? (Decreases)(E 7,9) 

 

34. What are the names of the two forces present in nature according to Chinese Daoists? 

(yin and yang)(W 3.3) 

 

35. The US Justice Dept. blocked a law in which state that would have required photo 

identification in order to vote? (Texas) 

 

36. What Monkees star recently died at the age of 66? (Davy Jones) 

 

37. Name three of the five Pillars of Islam. (Faith, Prayer, Alms, Fasting, Pilgrimage)(W 

3.3) 

 

38. This week the US filed a complaint against China with the World Trade Organization 

over unfair practices.  What is the capital of China? (Beijing)  

 

39. What troubled star’s car allegedly grazed the knee of a nightclub worker as she was 

trying to leave and escape the paparazzi? (Lindsay Lohan) 

 

40. What is the name of the line that circles the earth midway between the North and South 

Poles?(Equator)(G I.1) 

  

41. This week in history: In 1931 this state legalized gambling. What is the name of this 

state? (Nevada)  

 

42. What type of government shares power between the national government and the state 

governments? (federal)(III.A) 

 

43. Syria expanded its assault on anti-government rebels after a country pledged to keep 

supplying Syria with weapons.  Name the country that pledged to supply Syria with weapons. 

(Russia)  

 

 44. Which NASCAR driver won at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway last Sunday? (Tony 

Stewart)  

 

45. Which one of England’s royals is in the news for visiting Brazil this week? (Prince 

Harry)  

 



46. What 65-year-old watermelon smashing comedian was hospitalized after suffering a heart 

attack in a Texas club where he was performing? (Gallagher) 

 

47. This week in history: In 1802 the US Congress established the US Military Academy at 

West Point.  In what state will you find West Point? (New York) 

 

48. The championship game of the 2012 NCAA men’s basketball tournament will be played 

in which US city? (New Orleans)  

 

49. A narrow stretch of land connecting two larger land areas is called what? (isthmus)(G 

II.4) 

 

50. Members of parliament of a southern European country voted to approve massive 

government spending cuts this week, sending demonstrators into the streets.  What is the name of 

this country? (Greece)  

 

51. Yahoo filed a patent infringement lawsuit this week against a social-networking service. 

What social-networking service did Yahoo sue? (Facebook)  

 

52. Jurors are considering Nicollette Sheridan's wrongful termination from what popular TV 

show? (Desperate Housewives) 

 

53. In the Catholic Church, religious rituals such as baptism, penance, Eucharist, 

confirmation, and matrimony are called what? (sacraments)(W 3.3) 

 

54. President Obama held a joint press conference with the British Prime Minister this week.  

What is the name of the British Prime Minister? (David Cameron) 

 

55. The problem of unlimited wants and limited resources leads to what in economics? 

(scarcity)(E 1) 

 

56. Russell Brand has a warrant out for his arrest after he allegedly tossed what that was 

owned by a member of the paparazzi? (iPhone) 

 

57. Encyclopaedia Britannica announced this week that it would stop doing something that it 

has been doing for 244 years.  What will Encyclopaedia Britannica stop doing? (Printing copies of 

its Reference books)  

 

58. Whose sons were photographed hunting in Africa in some controversial photos? (Donald 

Trump) 

 

59. Which ancient civilization built Machu Picchu? 

a)Aztecs, b) Incas, c) Egyptians, d) Mayans  (Incas)(W 4.6) 

 

60. Rush Limbaugh called members of the National Organization of Women “Nags.” 

According to him, NAG is an acronym for what? (National Associations of Gals) 



 

61. This former Indianapolis Colts player is the most famous player to enter the NFL free 

agency this year.  What is the name of the player? (Peyton Manning) 

 

62. George Clooney used his star power to give Congress information about the condition of 

what African nation? (Sudan) 

 

63. There are how many representatives in the House of Representatives? (435)(CG III.B) 

 

64. In a report released this week the UN estimates that __________ people have been killed 

so far in an uprising against the government. (A- 500; B-150,000; C- 7,500)  

 

65. What is the name of the early American explorer who made a trail through the 

Cumberland Gap of Virginia? (Daniel Boone)(US 4.1) 

 

 66. The viral video “Kony 2012,” which deals with warlord Joseph Kony, is in the news this 

week. What country does Kony terrorize? (Uganda)  

 

67. Which article of the Constitution describes the powers of Congress? (Article I)(CG 

III.A) 

 

 68. What two southern states held GOP primaries this week? (Alabama and Mississippi) 

 

69. What US President used a trickle-down theory of economics in the 1980s? (Ronald 

Reagan)(US 10.1) 

 

70. In a tragic school bus accident this week the bus driver and a student were killed when 

the bus struck a bridge support. In which US city did this accident occur? (Indianapolis, IN) 

 

 71. The American Cancer Society released a report this week that shows that a common 

medical procedure can reduce prostate cancer risk.  What is the common procedure? (Circumcision)  

 

 72. A filibuster can be stopped when two-thirds of the senate votes to stop it. This is called 

what rule? (cloture)(CGIII.B) 

 

73. In economic terms, the usefulness of a product is also called its what? (utility)(E 8) 

 

74. Televangelist Robert Schuller and his wife, Gloria, resigned from the board of what 

national ministry which he founded? (Crystal Cathedral Ministries)  

 

75. Chris Lane won the 2012 Bassmaster Classic and was crowned 2012 champion of what 

professional sport? (Competitive fishing) 

 

 76. This week in history: In 1820 this state became the 23
rd

 state to be admitted to the union.  

What is the name of this state? (Maine)  

 



77. NASA disclosed this week that it is planning on using rockets from which country to take 

US astronauts and equipment to the international space station? (Russia)   

 

 78. Apple, Inc. announced this week that it will build a $304 million campus in the capital 

city of which US state? (Austin, Texas) 

 

 79. In a Quinnipiac University poll report this week, the New York City Police Dept. was 

given high marks despite the fact that it has been spying on a minority group in New York City.  

Which minority group has the NY Police Dept. been spying on? (The Muslim community)  

 

 80. Which amendment to the Constitution gave women the right to vote? (19th)(CG III.E) 

 

81. Technology experts warned a US technology company that its site, which lets users “pin” 

images onto bulletin boards that they’ve created, could be in violation of copyright infringement 

laws.  What is the name of this tech company? (Pinterest)  

 

 82. The US Secretary of Defense met with officials in Kyrgyzstan in order to extend a lease 

on an airbase that the US uses to get personnel and supplies into and out of Afghanistan.  What is the 

name of the US Sec. of Defense? (Leon Panetta)   

 

83. A tractor on a farm is considered to be what type of resource to economists? (capital 

good) (E 3) 

   

84. HBO premiered the movie “Game Change” on its cable channel this week. Which 

politician does the movie portray? (Sarah Palin)  

 

85. Someone who starts a business and is willing to take risks is called a/an what? 

(entrepreneur) (E 5) 

 

86. The nation of Israel successfully tested a missile defense system this week.  What is the 

missile defense system called? (Iron Dome) 

 

 87. According to a Washington Post/ABC poll released this week, President Obama’s 

approval ratings are down primarily because of what issue? (Rising gas prices)  

 

 88. The NCAA men’s basketball tournament begins this week.  Name two of the four #1 

seeded teams in the tournament. (University of Kentucky, University of North Carolina, 

Syracuse, Michigan State University)  

 

89. The White House announced this week that Michelle Obama will lead the US delegation 

to the 2012 Summer Olympics Games.  Where will the 2012 summer Olympics be held? (London, 

England) 

 

 90. The southern tip of Africa was discovered by Bartolomeu Dias in 1488 and was called 

what? (Cape of Good Hope)(W 6.1)(G II.6) 

 



91. Which GOP candidate has accumulated the most delegates for the GOP nomination for 

US president? (Mitt Romney) 

 

 92. A CBS News poll released this week shows that President Obama’s approval rating has 

sunk to new lows.  Approximately what percentage of Americans approve of the job president 

Obama is doing as president?  40%? 50%?  60%? (41% approve of the job President Obama 

doing)  

 

93. Charlize Theron has adopted a healthy baby boy named what? (Jackson) 

 

 94. Which GOP candidate won the GOP primary in Mississippi this week? (Rick Santorum) 

 

 95. In the NFL the Detroit Lions reached an agreement with player Calvin Johnson, making 

him the highest paid player in the NFL. What position does Calvin Johnson play for the Lions? 

(Wide Receiver) 

 

 96. This week in history: In 1933 the sitting US president gave his first radio address to talk 

to the American people about “banking.” What is the name of this president? (Franklin D. 

Roosevelt)  

 

97. What was the name of the French Maid of Orleans who was given armor, a banner, and 

command of troops by King Charles VII? (Joan of Arc)(W 6.2) 

 

98. In economics, being willing and able to buy something is called what? (demand) (E 7,9) 

 

99. Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad is apparently a fan of what American singer according to 

his iTunes account? (Chris Brown) 

 

100. In what impoverished African nation is Madonna planning to build ten new schools? 

(Malawi) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


